
Examiner’s Commentary 

Psychopathology in general and antisocial personality specifically are fascinating areas for 
students.  While many mistakenly choose to focus on serial killers and end up writing 
descriptive essays, there are alternatives to satisfy student interest in psychopathology. This 
essay on the role of the amygdala as a factor in psychopathology maintains a healthy balance 
between biological factors, such as the volume of the amygdala, and interpersonal functioning, 
specifically the interpretation of emotions. The research, which is mostly from scientific 
journals, is interesting to read and several of those sources are recent. The student includes 
detailed description of how technological tools are used to research the amygdala’s function 
and structure. The evaluation of studies demonstrates critical thinking; strengths and limitations 
of the studies are indicated but along with that the student examines the underlying 
assumptions, pointing out that the complexity and intricacies of the brain and the amygdala 
limits the possibility of generalizing individual findings. In their reflections the student 
emphasizes the importance of structuring the essay to facilitate the selection of sources. From 
this it is clear that the student has developed analytical skills. 

The IB believe that content owners have the right to protect their property from theft. We are 
working to make digital content widely available while protecting it through strategies that meet 
our community expectations. Piracy is best addressed through consumer education, the 
enforcement of current copyright laws and new technologies and business models that make 
legal access to digital content easy, convenient and affordable. Any violation of IB’s copyright 
will be prosecuted to the fullest extent of the law.
















































